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B. CINCPAC 260502Z 

‘ FOLLOWING OBSERVATION KEYED TO PARAS OF REF A: 

> 1. US PERSONNEL, MILITARY AND CIVILIAN ARE IN NO MORE IMMEDIATE 

DANGER THAN USUAL. HOWEVER, RECOGNIZE FULL WELL THAT IN ATMOSPHERE 
WHICH EXISTS HERE THIS SITUATION COULD CHANGE MOMENTARILY. SITUATION 
IS BEING CLOSELY MONITORED CONTINUOUSLY. ARRANGEMENTS FOR SECURITY 
AND EVAUCATION WELL COVERED 'IN EXISTING PLANS WHICH SUPPORT AND ARE 
COMPATIBLE UITH EMBASSY E A E PLAN. AM IN DIRECT LIAISON EMBASSY 

^ ' 

E & E OFFICER ON DETAILS. PUBLISHED PLANS ALL BASED ON ASSUMPTION 
THAT FRIENDLY RPT FRIENDLY LOCAL GOVERNMENT WILL BE IN CONTROL. 

K 

POSSIBILITY THAT THIS ASSUMPTION MAY NOT BE VALID HAS STIMULATED • 

OUT THOUGHTS ALONG ALTERNATIVE LINES. 

REF B INDICATES CINCPAC’S THOUGHTS ALONG THIS LINE AND ACTION HE 
HAS TAKEN AND IS PREPARED TO TAKE IN SUCH AN EVENTUALITY. WE ARE IN 

DETAILED DEVELOPMENT AND REVIEW OF ALTERNATIVE COURSES OF SECURITY 
AND EMERGENCY EVACUATION ACTIONS BASED ON DEGREE OF LOSS OF CONTROL 

BY FRIENDLY GOVERNMENT. CATALOGING OF LOCATION OF SOME 5000 US NON- 

cOMBATANTS IN RVN IN GOOD SHAPE, VARIOUS NOTIFICATION NETS APPEAR 

ADEQUATE AND PROCEDURES CHECKING OUT OKAY. 

CONCUR IN SECDEF OBSERVATION ON USE OF COMMERCIAL AIR AS PRIMARY 

r 

EVACUATION MODE. FOR ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS UTILIZES IN COUNTRY AND OTHER 

IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE GOVT EVACUATION TRANSPORTATION ASSETS AS PRIMARY 
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V-m-CONTEXT OF STATE 2A3 TO SAIGON .DIRECT S ,,p» n „ 

HT -J AS INDICATING tp,t „„ „ RKI UPP0RT " INTERPRETED 

PRm w economicT' «L t*ini^ L I ?e FORTHC0MI,,C 

H»E AS AT PRESENT, EVEN UNDFP »„*•, ASSISTANCE TO RVN WILL CONTI. 

IN WHICH NOT ONLY NHWS BUT ALSO D!^!^ C0NnNEE:NCy ° F MIL ”ARY COUP 

SPECIFICALLY UNLESS I RECEIVE l ^ SCMJ ‘ 

"WRECT SUPPORT- OF MILITARY AS c n INS ™ CT1 ° MS 1 ™ FERPRR T 

A r„„ MILITARY AS COVERING THE FOLLOWING, 

. U. MILITARY BACKING, MILITARY COUNSEL AND ADVICE 

». USE OF US COMMUNICATIONS AND UNARMED AIRCRAFT pop r 

WRT, SUPPLY, RECCE AND COMMAND LIAISON. ' ^ 

c. DENIAL OF FURTHER FUNDS, EQUIPMENT Anvirr 

aircraft to opposing milttadv 9 A ICE * C0MMlJNI cation AND 

particular rn ND PARAMILITARY forces, and in 

particular, COL tung»s UNITS CAS mitct MP 

FEASIBILITY nr r * C0URSE ALS0 DENY * 

FOREGOING DIRECT SUPPORT MEASURES IN EVENT PRr 

ARMED INTERVENTION FROM FORCES 1 nvM , PRESSURE 

ON HOW PLAY DEVELOPS CATrrn ° PALACE DEPENI)S IN LARGE PART 

feasible u JpT, 0F SUPP0RT cover “ ™ RARA a above 

should key macv staff be^restri cted ^i PFrECTIVa,ESS CAN BE rebu ced 
however, we have enoiiob IN FREn>0N 0F movement, believe 

IHTERRUmoNS 00D P “ PLE 10 CARBI ° N -ME 

tan son H0STILE VHAF C0ULD mP0RAR1Ly Da,Y USE OF 

further concentration 10 MAKE I0UGH DEC1S10N AS BCTWia ‘ 

PERTINENT TO E AND F pi SN-BIEN HOA COMPLEX WHICH IS 

^port of coup lll : 1 :: * DismsioN sugsesteb ey ™ 

Jeon area insures that we dT " USAF/USA/USMC AIRCRAFI — de 

IS^ISTANCE TO FORCES CONVPPr, ° VIDE ° 0NSI DERABLE BUT HOT OPTIMUM 

Lb TO SIDE WITH MIL ITi “ CAP1T0L * BEPLOyMa)I °F FORCES ESTlj 

T AHEOVER IS REASONABLE ASSURANCE THAT MAJOR 
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PART OF COMMUNICATION NET WOULD BE PRESERVED. 

*** BEST JUDGEMENT AS TO RELIABILITY AND ALIGNMENT OF SENIOR 
^ ,fARY LEADERS IS AS FOLLOWS: 

/ A. COMPOSITION OF GROUP WHICH WOULD COALESCE TO PUN AND EXECUTE 
A MILITARY TAKEOVER; 

<1>. GEN BIG MINH, ADVISOR TO PRES ^ 

GEN DON ^ 

GEN LE, FORMER JG OF CG, NOW DEPUTY TO DON. ^ 


GEN LITTLE MINH, IG, ARVN 
GEN KHIEM, C/S, JGS ^ 

GEN KHANH, II CORPS / 

GEN TRI, I CORPS 


• . 

GEN LE VAN KIM, CURRENTLY DEPUTY TO DON. ^ : 

( > , GEN CHIEN, CURRENTLY DEPUTY TO DON. ^ j 

COL VIEN, CO ABN BRIGADE 

■ . m 

(2). LOYALTY OF ALL RUNS TO DIEM NOT NHU, ESTIMATE THAT ALL, 

EXCEPT DON AND LE, CONVINCED THAT BOTH NHU AND DIEM MUST NOW GO. DON 

AND LE WOULD PROBABLY ACCEPT RETENTION OF DIEM AS NOMINAL HEAD OF 
STATE. 

<3). ALL ARE FIRMLY PRO-US WITH POSSIBLE EXCEPTIION OF TRI, 

GIVEN HIS VIOLENT NATIONALISM. 

<4>* THE ONLY GENERAL TO WHOM OTHERS WOULD SUBORDINATE THEM- 
SELVES IS BIG MINH. 

I 

(5). THOSE MOST QUALIFIED AND ALSO IN POSITION TO TAKE LEAD IN 

jpL/.NNING ARE KHANH, KHIEM, TRI, KIM, AND LITTLE MINH. DON IS, OF COURJlJ 
COMPLETELY BOXED IN. 

\ B * TH0SE WHO WILL STICK WITH STATUS QUO, OPPOSING TAKEOVER: l> 
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/--[ GEN DINH » J II CORPS 

I GIM CA0 # I V CORPS 

COL TUNG, CMDR SPECIAL FORCES 
COL HIEN, CO VNAF. 

«>. estimate bob and cao would eventually attempt switch 

BUT TOO LATE. TUNC WOULD CO DOWN SWINCINC. HIEN NOT LIKELY T o 

~ s ~™ or tof - - — »» ~ z 

TO JUMP QUICKLY, ^ ^ ^ PUNNING BUT S»W 

CEN OAI, RVNAF PSYWAR CHIEF 
CEN LA, CG CAPITAL MIL DIST 
CAPT OUYEN, CMDR, VNN 

COL KHANG, CMDR VNMC. / 

( V C °“ S HSKE IS THAT VICE PRESIDENT THO IS BEST C ant>tt» 1 

AS MAN WHO ALL MIGHT RALLY BFHTmti ao AT£ 

HIND AS PRESIDENLIAL SUCCESSOR* 

WILL CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN C?n<;r ttat*. 

him ineohmed op what I am Doil l W1IH L0ME - *™ 

ocs AND CINCPAr « M “ 1LL FILE PERSONAL REPORTS TO 

CINCPAC AS MATTERS OF SIGNIFICANCE OCCUR. 
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